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BOOK REVIEW 


AMi-s D. Mai m i i i, Roberto Kii-si i\t ,,and Cari osCXtoi aza. 2002. A Cactus Odyssey. 
USBN 0-88102-526-8, hhk.j. Timber Ib'css, Inc., 1 33 S.W. Second Avenue, Suite 
450, 1’ort land, OR 07204- 3527, U.S.A. (.Orders: www.rim berpress.com, 800- 
327-5680, 503-227-2878, 503-227-3070 la.\). $30.95, 306 pp, 191 color pbo- 
tos, 4 maps, 6" x 9". 

This hook dose nlxs i lie hist or \ loolut ion ol cacti in Soul h America show in i; i lie (.lynamic \’anci\ ol 

/ 

h:\bitcUs 1 roin clcscri to 1(5\\' iTunlotwsl. A (mk I (is ( \/\ sst‘\ is a 1 me <uldil iiai to htsianical literal ure 
based on experiences taken Iroin ilie exiensiw' careers ol the aiiilubrs in the ree,ic3n, along with nii 
inercuts lield (rips in Ikdivia, Argentina aiul Peru betweem the years and 2000. I he hard work 
and combined expertise ol three botanists, lames Mauscah Irom le.xas, Roberto Riesling (resm Ar 
gent ina, and C arkss I'^st olaza 1 vo\^^ Peru led to the publicai ion ol this t cuir t h is High the parts cd Sout h 
America that suppmas diwrse oactiis populations. Akmg u itli the unusual plants that are studied, 
t lie authors' interact itsns with the local peoples that are enuumtered. pro\'ides interesting perspex - 
ti\'es on the areas where the\’ trawled. A point ol part icular interest is the u’ide range ol mor[3hol(9gi 
cal elilTerences among t hese caci i ksund in very dil lerent places. Hr. Mauseih hasdmie extensive work 
on the anat(^my and physiology ol the Cactaceac. In the book, man\' pcants are made illustrating 
\\'h\' certain cacti gr(’>w as the\' lIo, ainl wh\' the\' are so well adai^ted t(^ tlieir sometimes harsh siir 
roiuHlings. The geidogical historv ol the Americas is also shmvn as a ke\’ lactea- in the evolution ol 


Cdictaceae. 


Written not onl\ lor botanists, the ierminolog\ and amount oi technual dcaai 


are well pre 


sented, giving t he reader good del init icais and descript ions. Inclikled in t he explanat ion ol why the 
(Tictaceae are onlv native to the Americas, the autlka's tell the reaeler what the common traits .ire 

j 

among all cacti: those being the presence ol areoles. clustn's ol spines b('talain pigments, aiul the 


characterist ic st rtu t ures of I lower, I ruit and seed. T hc^se i raits combine to make i lu* cacti wry dil ler- 
eni Irom similar kvd<ing pkints Irom cHher continents. A LhsLUSsion ol the water storage sx'stem in 
and the special mod il Rations ol dil lerent tissues rel.it ed tot he en\ iron men t. gi w t he reader insight 
to the iiicredible pnu'ess ol sur\’ival that the cacti have dewdoped lixang in such extreme einaron 
ments. The herbarium specimen, seed and other col led ions taken lor lab examination have giwn the 
aut hors tluntsands ol Incurs ol lut hit* lab wt^rk, as well as potential reams publishable data. 


The book inclut.les excel lent phottygraph)': sonu‘ \’er\ impressive plioiographs taken at 



O 


elevation show hillsides otherwise barren except lor comp.ict groups 12 I LlenseU' spined cacti. 1 he 
dillerences m giTn\th habits Irom the high elexTition to lUkRlIe and low ele\ation populations are 
signilicant Major changes in soil t\’[H‘ and weather, as \wll as the benelici.d rel.u lonships with other 
plants, iricrease the ability lor cacti to haw more x'igcHous growth. “Nui'se” plants range Irom trees 
ainl shrubs in woixlland areas, to tall grasses in prairies, \o rain lorests trees where the cacti are ej^i 
j’>h)teson branches along with bromeliads. An interesting note taken (^l the cacti that are shi^wn is 


how man\' ol 1 hem look \th\- similar to t he tall guHving saguaro caci 1 in Arizona C lose to 18 dil ler 
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ent genera are s 

V. ’ 


KHvn as tall, branching plants: but w’hen examined closeK the\ are wr\’ dil lerent 
1 rom t heir Non h American cousi ns. I he el knis ol i hese t hree aut hors h.iw prox iuled an exciting tinir 
through [5arts ol the world seldian seen b\’ trawlers. I his is enlightening work describing habitat 
and aspects (t| a spectacular plant lamily and its ex'idution newr betore considercel by most people 
—/list in Allison, lyoUiniail Rescan h lns( il n(c of Texas, Ron Worl h, TX 7RI02-2000, U.S.A. 
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